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Classified  By:  Ambassador  Victoria  Nuland,  for  Reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d) 

f.1 . (S)  Dutch  Ambassador  to  NATO,  Herman  Schaper,  predicted 

March  20  that  all  issues  related  to  the  deployment  of 
additional  Australian  SOF  to  Oruzgan  province  would  be 
satisfactorily  resolved  March  21-22  during  Dutch-Aussie  CHOD 
talks  in  the  Hague.  Schaper  confirmed  that  the  Netherlands 
prefers  to  have  the  additional  Aussies  under  ISAF,  and  hopes 
that  creative  proposals  by  SACEUR  to  make  this  possible  would 
be  acceptable  to  Canberra. 

J.2 . (S)  If,  however,  C2  and  ROE  cannot  be  worked  out  to  the 

Aussies,  satisfaction,  Schaper  also  confirmed  that  the  Dutch 
would  rather  see  the  Aussies  in  Oruzgan  under  OEF  than  not  at 
all.  This  had  been  confirmed  in  a phone  call  between  the 
Foreign  Ministers  on  March  20,  and  the  Dutch  would  approach 
the  CHOD  talks  in  the  spirit  of  ensuring  the  deployment 
happens  in  some  form. 
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